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Humble Eſſay 
Toward the fettlement of Peace and 


Truth in the Church, as a certain 
Foundation of laſting Union. | 


HE Dignity of Mankind above the ſen{ual Brutes 

conſiſts ſpecially in the hope of Eternal Happanels , 

the Diretticn and ground of which hope is Religion, 

All Religions that ever were embraced, pretended ' 
Authority from Divine Revelation, and the Command of 
God : the Truth and Certainty of Chrit:/2» Religion, hath 
alone this excellency,to be a firm and evident ground of hope of 
Eternal, Happineſs.For Chriſtian Religion by undeniable proof 
is Authorized by the Command and Inſtitution of God ; and 
in the Rules and Practice ts both agreeable to the Simplicity , 
Purity, Righteouſneſs of the Divine Majeſty the Object , and 
to the Rational Being of Man the Subject of Religion. The 
univerſal Practice of all Ages and Countries acknowledgeth 
the neceſſity of Religion. But Religion is not an Opinion fanſi- 
fully ſuggelted, or cunningly deviſed, or powerfully Impoſed, 
all which can only erect a private or publick Superſtition ; 
which is no more Religioa then that Creature is a Man which 
in its odious reſemblance is the; reproach of Man,and therefore 
the more contemptible: Religion comes from a deeper root and 
ligher cauſe. It is connatural with every Rational Being ; 
| A 2 UPoOnR 


(2) | 
upon which is indelibly Engraven the Fear, Truſt, and Love 
of the Power, Truth, and Goodneſs of God. The Blurring 
theſe Impreſſions cannot be attempted without effaſing the 
CharaGters of Human Intelligence, and ſinking Man into the 
loweſt form of Beaſts. Religion is the firſt born of Trath, and 
as the Oppoſition to Truth is either from a downright Lie; or 
a veriſimilar Semblance, ſo Religion 1s either affronted by 
Atheiſrh,or abuſed by Superſtition. 

An Arheilt properly ſo called, was hardly if ever found, the 
ſad Pretenders, who have told their miſerable Wiſhes that 
that there were no God, have been the feweſt in Number, and 
the weakeſt in Argument of any ſort of Fools ever appeared to 
diſgrace Mankind. There have been more Idiots and Fran- 
ticks then ever there were Atheiſts ;and Bedlam it ſelf without 
expeQing a lucid Interval can afford as rational Diſcourſes as 
Democritzs and Epicurys with all their chance Medleys of Motes 
or Attoms. 

Atheiſtical Propoſitions are equally unworthy and deſtru- 

tive of Human Excellence. T he Glory of Man peculiar to 

him, of all material Beings , 1s that he is nor only by unknown 
InftinEt, ledd to the end ofhis Being , but he knows the reaſon 
of that End for which he was made ; and 1s capable to enjoy 
the felicity of that Knowledge. We perceive by the Structure 
and Formation of thoſe Beings, with whom we converſe, 
what istheir uſe and value. 7 he ſhape of the Laborious Ox, 
and generous Horſe prompt their ſervice and end : No leſs evi- 
dent are the indications of Human compoſition. That Man is 
made in the Image of God, and that his ultzymate End and Fe- 
licity is to locide and enjoy God for ever, 1s no remote No- 
tion or Speculation ; it isa truth touches every ſence, and 
when not clouded by malitious or ſtupid inadvertance draws 
conviction from every Member» 

The profane contemners of Religion, yet aſſert a uſe and pro- 
per End for everBeing, andall its parts. Permit then the Atheiſt 
the tryal by his beloved ſence. Let him tell for what End and 
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'3) 
Reaſon of all viſible Beings Man only is formed to kneel upon 
his knees,and ſupport his Body erect,toliftup his Hands, to lift 
up his Eyes. Was Nature wiſe in all other, and fooliſh only 
in the conſtruCtion of parts to theſe Poſtures without uſe ? 
No, Nature (which is nothing elſe then the will of the Al- 


| m_ in theOrder of theCreatures) formed the Body to thoſe 
Po 


ures for that excellent End of Divine Worſhip. The 
bended knees teſtifie humble Devotion to the great Creator , 
from ſence both of the Suplicants mean Original, and infinite 
diſtance below the Heavenly Majeſty. The {ſtretched our 
Hands evidence as the inability of the Petitioner to help hims 
ſelf, ſo theearneſt deſires of Divine Aſſiſtance ; the up lifted. 
Eyes ſignifie the hope and truſt, and engage the Love of Mind 
and Heart upon God Almighty, who only can be our neceſfary. 
and all-ſufficent Good. This 1s a truth ſo undeniable that 
ſhould teh thouſand Perſons of ſo many difterent Nations and 
Languages fortuitouſly meet ; if any of that Aſſembly (though 
every one a ſtranger to all the reſt) kneel, ſtretch our his hands, 
and lift up his eyes, all preſent would conclude that Perſon by 
theſe Geſtures performed Adoration to God. | 

There is not any in his right Wits can immagine thoſe Cha- 

raters of Devotion either the effe&t of vain Fear, or the Inſi- 
nuations of Politick contrivance,for everyRational Mind, muſt 
be confciousof the ſame awful Reverence and intire Depen- . 


_ dance, therefore with moſt freedom Addreſleth to the per 


formance of Religious Worſhip when Human help can leaſt 
ſuccour, and Human Fear can leaft awe. It is then moſt ab- 
ſurd that the Innumerable ſober Inhabitants of the World 


ſhould be fooled and ſcoffed out of their preſent and future feli- 


city. by a few profane Atoms bred in the ſhallow configes of 


. Wit and folly. | £4 


Well matter it ſelf ( the Epicurian 1dol ) hath convition 
enough to baffle an Atheiſt ; but paſſing through this Houſe of 


Clay, if we converſe with what is within ; that which prompts 


the Tongue, and afts the Eye, Hand and Foot ; that which 
Cs | =FAMs thinks 
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thinks andrales, it will appear there is' a Confeietice Df Good 
and 'Evil, ' of Juſtice ' and - Injuftice | always ' Witneſſins 
there is x God. This is no precarious conceit, every Man 
ſometime or other feels within himſelf the powerful accuſation 
or acquital of Conſcience. This is the Verdict in every Mans 
breſt which waits upon the Tribunal of God. For it is ſilly as 
well as profane , to pretend Reveretice to God only for the 
Excellence of his Beeing, without the fear of his Juſtice. The 
Juſtice of God is the ſecurity of the World without it. Human 
Society cannot ſafely fubſiſt, Only the fear of God can rule 
the Heart, and oblige Conſcience, without which there can- 
' be either Order or Relation, Commerce or Propriety. 
The whole World being continually liable to the aſſaults of 
Fraud or Violence, untill true Religion give Security and 

Peace. | | FRO 
-Superſtition 45 indeed the Apologie of Irreligion, by which 
back Door Atheiſm ſneaks into the World. For Superftition 
having cankered the Mind with unworthy conceptions of God ; 
Atheifin preſumes to enrage it ſelf ”_ the Notion of the 
Supreme Beeing, it miſconceives and would not Obey and 
Worſhip. ; | 
Superſtition deveſts the Deity of true Majolty, and perfeCti- 
on dares to-give it ſelf Laws of good and Evil, of Holy and 
Profane, and ſo inſtead of worſhiping God, Conſecrates as it 
were an Idol. God is the only Objett of Worſhip, and the 
| only Law-giver of the Rules and Rites, 
" Iſaiah 33.22. _. of the Materials and/Circumſtances of 
Religion, whatever Creatures invades 
this Prerogative of Heaven , though under the moſt Devourt 
and Humble pretence, doth thereby. expoſe the God-head , 
and provokes the ſenſualiſt todeny or contemn that Sovereign- 
of NL ty it ſees ulurped'upan and dethroned. 
© "Superſtition. Superſtition '1s vain and ignorant 
Devotion direCtedeither to a falſe Ob- 
zett or toa Right ObjeCt in a falſe manner. When direCted to 


75) 
a falſe ObjeT@ it is'a breach-of the firſt-and great Command- 
ment, Thou ſhalthave-ho other Gods before me. In the Obedi- 
ence to this Commandment: is :fixed - » CER 
the Foundation of all Religion. For ' Ne» poteft igitur 2c 
as there is no Wiſdom without Religi- ££/4%9 2 /4pientia ſepera- 
on, ſo without Wiſdom there cannot |”  le.togs wo Pe | 
nn ! P : quta idem Dee 
be Religion. The property of Wiſdom ,, .# 11; & intelligs de- 
being to dirett the way to Happineſs, ber gaod eft ſaprentie & 
and of Religion to give intereſt 1h and _ Hono rari qued «ft Religion 
obligation unto what 1s perfectly true 7. Lattart Lib. 4. de ve-- 
and good which is only to be found in 7# $2, P- 356. 
the Divine. Unity. . Whatever is va- , | 
ried and multiphed muit neceſfarily forſake the perfection of 
Unity : And can no more Anſwer the end of Devotion, then 
can in the Firmament a Parelius,orMock-Sun ſhed forth the In- 
fluences of Light, Warmth, and Growth which continually 
beam from the real Sun. . | 
An: Idol is nothing in theWorld, that is,no ſuch + Cor. 8. 4.. 
thing as theSuperſtitious fuppofe orEſteem. Tt 
cannot do Good or Hurt ; or Reward or Puniſh. He that comes: 
to God muſt believe that he'is, and that he is 
a rewarder-of them that diligently feek Him. Heb. 11. 6. 
All we can underſtand of falſe God , 'is to | 
know in-what Age and Countrey, and by what Artifice the 
idol was Conſecrated :'* And the higheſt Inquiry can only find 
out that, neither the Painter nor the Statu- 
ary, nor yet the Confecration caneffeft this Qui ſiogit ſa- 


E —— only the deceivedHeartimakes £795 aro vel.mar- 
Ww 


he Worſhips to be his God. What a 97* 2s, 108 
wretched Deity is that which hath no ſubſi- 79%" 4. 
ſtance, butin the deluded fanſie of Superſti- Mart, 
tron that can at wilt and pleafure profane. or — 
deftroy the adored:Shrine 4” i 
. : Knowledge begets Religion, therefore 'in Holy Scripture , 
the Profane and the Holaters are ſaid notto know God , - — 

| chiefly; 
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cheifly charged upon the Prieſts 'Hophni and Phizehar, 
>... . . +» and King Maraſſes. - Ignoranceis the Mother 
1 Sam. 2, 12 of Superftitionitcannot be of true Devotion 
---2 Cron, 33.13, This is true likewiſe1n the other branch of 
. Superſtition, when Worſhip is direQed to- a 
right Objett ina falte manner ; which 1s a breach of the ſecond 
Commandment and incurs the. Wrath:of God, who.is a Jealous 
God, that will certainly viſit the: iniquity: of 'Ttlegitimate un- 
| _ » commanded Worſhip. - 27 101 
_. Hom. againſt The Church of Ezeland teaches that no 
Peril of idolatry, Religion is in that place whereſoever any 
one Jo7. Imageis. This is a Quotation. out of Ea- 
© Religio nulla eff antins who fully gives the:-Reaſon;, Becauſe 
nbiog, ſimula- God the Object of Worſhip:mult be greater 


erum eji--—- then Man, and Religion the manner of Wor- 
The: nog 2 72 ſhip muſt be Divine that's trom Heaven. 
imilacris ſed itz Therefore whatſoever Obje& or Medium 


anus Religions , 


--. &c. Of Worſhip is inverited or contrived upor the 
Libs P. = Earth wm ers havea Mimick Semblance of 
| Religion, but is not Religion. 

The antient Champions .of Chriſtianity moſt rationally 
convinced the Vanity of Heatheniſh ſuperſtition, becauferheir 
Idols, which were the Mediums of Worſhip, were continually 
{ſubje&X to 'the diſpoſition of thoſe tliat .Worfhiped: them , 
which implies the groiſeſt contradiction, viz. That Man ſhould 

make God after his Tmage. - - This is that Sa- 

Min. Fz1.P:46. criledge condemned by:Metirs Felex , .that 
Sacriegy emmwvel ſeeks in theiduiſtior what; can-only:be found 
maxing mnſtar ef*, come from abovei' ? Tis that,” like the Witch 
in ſub ; 5.06 of Endor wakes Gods aicend out of the Earth; 
== 1 194 OY ſhe and the unhappy King :employed- her, 

| Were _—_ Types of : what: befalls all that 
forſake the lively Oracles of Divine >Traithi:Agrave Speriram 
in Sarmels Mantle-may promote tle Dorett, bir ſtyl mis not 
any thing Divine or Heavenly. - Such pretended gods'are De- 


vils 
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(7) 
vils indeed; they cannot make any.Holy:or Happy ; they: cat 
only terrifie and torment when they' are: Executioners of Di- 
vine vengeance upon thoſe forſake Mercy by 
following lying Vanities. | Fon, 2. 8, 
 Suchalſo is the Religion that reaches any 
Medium or way of Worſhip not commandcd 
by God ; it may have theſhew of Wiſdom, C©/. 2. 23. 
but it-comes not from above, therefore Saint 
James ſaith it is Earthly, Senſual , Deviliſh. 

It holds-not the Head Chriſt Jeſus to whom is 747 3+ 15: 
given all power in Heaven and in Earth. 
Chriſt is the onlySaviour,and the only Lawgiver of hisChurcl. 
He is the only Mediator both of Reconciliation and of Inter- 
ceſſion. He only hath Power to Authoriſe the Inſtitutions of - 
Worſhip, and in him only is the promiſe of acceptance. All 
Religion in every part of it being Confecrated to us in the 
Blood of Chriſt. Yo that whatſoever Worſhip is not derived 
from our Lords Inſtitution , hath neither 

Command nor Promiſe, therefore is not of RKom. 14. 23. 
Faith, and whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin. 

There may be coſtly Oblations, ſtrict Regularities, clamo- 
rons Devotions, pompous Services in the./orſhip of God, but 
if, uncommanded they fall under that ſevere 
Animadverſion, Who hath required this at Iſaiah 1. 12. 
your Hand, in vain do you W nhbio me. Such 44ath.1y. 9. 
leryice1s 22H If then me Athenian Devo- 
tions, which St. Pazl calls too Superſtitious ” 
an ignorant Worſhip. of an mh God. 7 aw 

We know *tis equally Treaſon to ſerve a Uſurper, and to 
'LUurp the Regalities of the Lawful Prince,by forging new 
Stangards of Commerce or Charters of Grace, :or Laws -of 
Allegiance. -; It js {0.in Religion Crimen laſe Divine Majeſt atis. 
To apply any peculiar AQ of Worſhip to a Creature, yy 

OE | -M Tn. 


Inffitute any A of #7 Md. T 1 Na- 
' -tura[Reaſon to Yorſhip God only” according 


Aug.deConſen-— 
Evan. Li#b.1.C.18. 
=== quia ſi alio mo- 
do eum cohere v2l- 
tent, quam ſe Co- 
lendum ipſe dixiſ- 
fet non utq; lum 
Colerent,, ſed quod 
zpſi finxiſſent-—=-- 
=--[fa. 65. 7. 

. See this fully 
evinced by Mr. 
Mede in his Com. 
upon Apec. C. 13. 
P. 624, 625. 

== 2 King. 15+ 4. 
3J.: 2-Cron. 33. 
17 


Toh. 4. 22, 


tion the-bleſſed 


mm 
of Worſhip t6 God. - It is a Prihcapat of Na. 


to his own: appointment. For Worſhip not 
comanded by Gad, is not Worſhip to God but 
to Humane Imagination. - pant 

- - Upon this account the'Prophets denounce 
Judgments upon the 1/ra/ites for Blafpheming 
God upon the Hills ; that is in the high Places 
where God was Worſhiped in a manner not 
commanded by God. Therefore it remains a 
blemiſh upon the good Kings of Judah, who 
aboliſhed the falſe gods, rem rr wed. 
permitted fuperſtitious Forſhip in the hig 

Places to the true God. The Lord Jeſs al- 
{o tells the Woman of Samaria that the Sama- 
ritans Worſhipped they knew not. what. Not 
becauſe they worſhipped a falle God, that 
was not their Crime ; but becauſe they ado- 
red God by a Worſhip invented by Man and 


- not _— by God, *twas therefore meer 
1 


Superſtition which could not bring to Salva- 


of End of true Religion. Superſtition is fitly 


called a colloguing with God,, conſequently the acceptance 


Joh, 15. 14« 


Religion, 


muſt be as diverſe from that of Religion , as 
flattery 15 from friendſhip. For they only 
are the friends of Chriſt that keep Iis Com- 
mandments. . ; 4 | 

. Religion 1s the rule of true Wiſdom to 
bring Mankind to Eternal Happineſs, by di- 


recting all his afteCtions and aCtions to their preper' Object ac- 


Atis 17. 26, 27: 


. cording to the will and command of Goft:God 
- who mate the World ofnotHing cretedit not 
-1-yain. © He formed it 'to be mhabited;-and 


made of one'Blood all Nations of Men, 'fot todwell on all the 


Face 


6 * dont | 


.Face of the Earth, that they ſhould: ſeek the Lord. Not -as 
though he ceded any thing, '{eeing hegiyeth to all lite; and 
.-breath, andall things, | Neither is he worſhipped with Mens, 
hands, nor dwells in Temples made with-hands.- It is equally 
impoſſible for Man to be happy without Religious dependance 
upon his Creator. : And for the Worſhip or Service of any 
Created Being 'to be neceſſary unto God. | 
_ . The whole world was made.an Harmonious Scheme ; every 
Being from the leaſt and loweſt, to the greateſt and highett, 
chiming intothe Conſort, whereof Man was £ 
the chief Muſitian, Man was made upright Eccleſ. 7. 29-, 
in a likenefs of conformity ro his Creator. His - 4B 
mind, will, and affeCtions repleniſhed with Divine knowledg, 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, by which he was capacitated. to 
exerciſe the Dominion beſtowed upon him by God , over all _ 
the Living Inhabitants of the Air, Earth and Water. Man 
therefore 15 juſtly define1 to be a Rational Religious Creature , 
therein conlifting the formal ultimate difference from a Brute, 
and the higheſt character ofhis Nature. | 

The Excellency of true Religion to be ſuch as kefore repre 
ſented, will appear in all the due acceptations thereof ; by 
which alſo will be manifeſted the vanity and a 
miſchief of all falſe Religions ; for Truth pre- Re&um eff mn- 
ſents the Rule and Indication both of it ſelf 46x /#* & ov1qua. 
aad of what is falle. 903. FUL, 

God who ſubjected all Creatures to Man bound Man to.him- 
ſelf by theLaw of Religion. This was the Covenant of Lite, Go1 
vouchkſafed to man as ſoon as Created, which our Lord Je/u 
rehearſed to the Scribe in the Goſpel--«T hou 
ſhalt” Love the Lord thy God with all thy Seal Litkg 10. 28. 
and Mind, ' and Fleart, and ſtrength and thy | 7 

- Neizhbour as thy ſelf ; dothis and: thou ſhalt live. This is the 
. perfe& Rule of true Wiſdom, ' the way to real Huppanels ; 
. when the-Soul and Ming, - the ugderftgnding-and Judgment 
eb [4lbaghs B 2 new 


| (to ) 
know: God: as the only Infinite All-ſuſficient Good, the Al. 
mighty Creator, Ruler, and Preſerver of all Beings, thence 
concludes there can be-no happineſs, - but in canformity. to. the 
will, and enjoyment of = tavour of God ; accordingly the 
whole-Heart, Will, and AﬀeCtions, Fear, Truſt, Hope, De- 
light in God; and the ſtrength of all the Powers both intelle- 
Qual and animal Serve, Obey, and Prays His Sovereign Lord 
in-whom he-lives, moves, and. hath hys. Being. This is. vita 
frui, Tolive indeed. : a 
As the Eternal Power of the invinſible Godhead is clearly 
ſeen by the Creation of the World, fo all the Creatures we ſee 
have ſuch evident Signatures of the Divine Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs as exatt a behaviour; converſe, 
Rom. 13. 9,10. and enjoyment , according to the: Law of in- 
_ tire Love; for love. is the fulfilling, and Luft 
is the tranſgrefſion of the Law.. Therefore he loves. not God 
who loves not Himſelfand his Nezghbour in conformity to the 
Image of God:in which Man was made Holy and Upright. 
How Pleaſant, and Safe, and Happy would Life be, if every 
one did to another, only what he would receive from another ; 
if every one were ſincerely loved by every one ! | 
This is Natural Religion, for: he only that doeth Righte- 
__ ouſnels 1s Righteous, as God 1s Righte- 
'T, Fohn 3. 7- ous. This was. the felicity of innocent 
Man before his Heart was venomed with 
Luft and Vanity. And even now the work. of this. Divine 
Law is Written in all Mens Hearts to. which their Con- 
Acience bear Witneſs. 
The Concluſion or ſumm of the whole 
Eecleſ. 12.13. matter of Religion is, Fear God and. keep. his 
Commandments, This # the whole Duty of Man. 
Therefore the ſecond =_ of Religion,called Inſtituted,is there- 
in neceflarily compriſed, and from thence derives Evidence of 
Authority and Obligation, being giyen before the «a = 
C i 


. | , ( I 2 - ; ; — 
eſtabliſh arid dite& natural Religion, and ſinee the fall to ſup-. 
ply its defeQs. ': This part of Religion. is. fitly.called ſuperna-- 
tural, or Revealed, and is known not by Reaſon, but by Faith 
For though it be the higheſt Reaſon to believe the Ward .of 
God whuch. is the ws mn of Faith, yet Faith is above 
Reaſon, repreſenting things not ſeen by Reaſon, and eviden- 
cing Divine Objects mare certainly then:-any Method of Reaſon 
can demonſtrate, wzz. by the infallible word of God. . 

Inſtituted Religionas the Rule: of Divine 
Worſhip both Moral and Ceremonial-pre= MInftiruted Reli- 
{cribed by God. | gion... 

Prayer by which the Heart powers out it 

ſelf to. God; by. which the Soul aſcends to Fat. 6a, © 
God, is only ſuch when animated with the "OY 
Priviledge and Authority of Gods Word. . 

For only God can teach how he pleaſeth ta, Selus Dew do- 
be prayed unto and worſhipped. GN. cere poteſ ue. ſe 
It is the Word of God. that teaches we ſhall {5 orar:. 

not be heard. for qQur much ſpeaking ; that Tertul. de. O-. 
we muſt not uſe vain Repetion, as if prayers "* © 7 
like Egyptian Bricks, were to be delivered by ,,. 
Fale, or there were Efficacy and Intereſt. in " 
a-Phraſeologie of Devotion. 

All Fleſh is guilty and ſilent before God, 2P/al. 65. 23; 


until the word of promiſe opens the lips,. and. Rom. 8. 26. 
Tertul. p.6.60, 


teaches the Heart how to pray.. And this, fore Mon: Y 
faith Tertwllian,was the PraQtice-of Primitive 7," 7 5 19# 
pettors Orames.' 


Chriſtianity. It is the-Scripture that aſſures 
whoever mr 4 on the Name of the Lord, ſhall be Rom. 10. 13,14. 
{aved ; But it alſo faith, How ſhall:they call on | 
him whom they have not believed ? and how ſhall they believe is 
him of whom they have not heard? For- 

Faith (without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe Heb. 14.6... 
Goa) comes by hearing, and hearing by the. 

word 


4 | i 12) | 
' / word of God; whichixwe cannothear but = Preaching ,.. the 
f greatand ſtanding'Ordinance ofthe Churchiin alf:Ages and 
Diſpenſations, UI. Fw at, ' 8? #5, QF! bt P? ft; of [1 1534 70 \/ # 
' 'In Patadife God Preached to Adamhow.he would be Obey- 
- ._ . . ed, particularly in keeping the;Sabbath , - in 
- Fade 14. . . + not eating-the Tree: of Knowledge. .. Enoch 
i 2 Pet. 2.5: and Noah were Preachers to. the Old: World 
. +? - beforethe Flood, Arddevery Age ſince hath 
enjoyed, wherever was a Church, the bleſ- 
fed Promiſe that though Gad gave the bread 
* _ of Adverſity, and the Water.-of 'AMiQton ; 
Dent. $. 3. yet their Eyes and Ears :were not. deprived 
Moat. 4.4. Of Teachers. For both the Law and the. Go- 
ſpel inſtruQ this Fundamental Leſſon , Thar 
by the word of God, Man lives more neceſſarily then by Bread. 
Obedience thereto giving-the Warrant and Valne to all Reli- 
g1ous performances ; without-itall Devotions, though never 
 4m.'s z Io exattly obſerved, being by GodContem- 
*L1 is : id * ned and Rejefted. As the Holy Ghoſt by 
_ Stephen teſtifies againſt the Jews. 
_ Conſequently inall Ages and Places as Preaching hath been 
either {lighted or efteemed, {d hath Religion it ſelf declined or 
Houriſhed. How famous were the Churches of Greece, Aſa, 
and Afric, when Chriſoſtome, Auſtine, and other ſuch excellent 
Biſhops were their Preachers ! But when due Preaching was 
negleted, Ritual Idolatrous Superſtition by degrees fretted 
and cankerd out the Truth and Power of Chriſtian Religion 
at laſt ( after lons Contempt of Divihe long-{uffering which 
ſhould have led to Repentance) fadly expoſed thoſe Churches 
to Ruine and defolation by theMiſcreant Superſtition of. Mahc- 
mnetaniſm. 
The Latine Churches have been as miſerably ſhipwracked 
by the Idolatrous Superſtition and Tyrany of the See of Roe. 
. For not content with the abſolute Simplicity and O—_— of 
| wiitian 


= 


-Jſa. 30. 20. 


(13) . 
Chriſtian Religion 3-Pompuis Liturgies of Devotion were in- 

vented. : Upan which Foundation by degrees was reard the 
whole Tower. of Antichriſtuin Babel. 'The Sacrifice- of the 


Maſs, and-all other Popiſb Idolatries to Saints and Angels 


{prang from:this Original, to wit, The enjoyning and requiring 
aSuperſtitious Formulary of Words compoſed by Men as a-ne- 
ceſfary Liturgy of Divine Service. - - 7 his Ufurpation upon the 
Divine Prerogative ( whoſe alone it is to-give Laws of Wor- 
ſhip) firſt confers upon a ſet of impoſed Words greater Intereſt 
__ Efficaſie of Devotion as more the Prayers of the Church, 
then any other Supplications though compoſed of expreſs 
Scripture Phraſes, uttered by the ſame Miniſter , and offered 
up by the ſame Congregation it the ſame'time. 7 his boldneſs 
once aſſumed Additions were facile ; and then without fear of 
the Lord ofthe Church, or regard tothe Peace of the Church, 
under'the:plaufible Name of Eccleſialtick Uniformity , this 
Mechanick or Artificial Religion is: enjoyned as the neceſfary 
Sumof Church Devotion. Hence ifſued thoſelliads of Miſchief, 
for ſo — haveCorrupted'andDeſtroyedtheChurch. And 
wherever fuchOpinion obtams;there-is a Gap opend for the Ro- 
masIdolatry andTyranny' toibe re-eſtabliſhed Frre poſt Liminij. 

It. is but ſuitable to irreligious: profane Mouths to ſcoff at 

Praying by the .Spirit ; alasppoor Creatures they feldom name 
their Maker but to Blaſpheme Him-!- *But 'any that call them- 
lelves the .Zribe of Levi, the Clergy of God, they. are Suc- 
ceflors to Hophniand Phinehzs who knew not God , and have 
no- part norlotin Him, if they repfoach and''perſecute thoſe 
that pray, as did-the Glorious Company of the Apoſtles, 
the. Noble .Army of Martyrs, the Ho- 
Iy Church through out all the World in Tertwl. p: 6. fine 
Primirive Chriſtianity , that is, without #9nztore quia ade 
Bead ,- Book, 'or Formulary from 'the Heart  Pectore, he 
by the Spirit, who helps our infirmities, for Rom; 8. 26. 
we' know not what we ſhould pray for as | 

. WE. 


—_———— Dd 
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# _—_ ought. God alone (as Tertnllian Aaith')''can teach 


. 'Tertul. Lib de 
Orat. C. 9. 

Deus ſolrs doce- 
re pormit wt ſe 'vet- 
let -Orart--— 
 Tertul.*b44 Do- 
minuProſpettor bu- 
manarum neceſſita- 
rum ſeorſum poſt 
tradiffam orands 
aifciplinam Petite 


Inquit Jus eſt ſit-' 


perſtruends Extrizs 
ſecus petitiones---— 
1 Pet. 4.41. 
 Eph.6.48. &4. 
Ss, 82. r 


how he will be prayed tinto.; arid for that 


end gives us his. Holy: Spirit. The Divine 
Form commonly called the Lords Prayer is 
Doarinal, and the moſt excellent Summary 


of Prayer, but not-always neceſſary to be 


uſed ;| every Chriſtian 'hath right to ask in 
the Name of Chriſt for whatſoever is accord- 
ing to the will of God ; and for Publick Wor- 
ſhipin the Church. ?*Tis the Miniſterial Of- 
fice-in' Preaching to ſpeak as the Oracles of 
God, and alfq to be the Mquth of the People 
to God in all Prayer and Supplication in rhe 
Spirit, by which _ gives gifts to Men for 
the work of the Miniſtry. : 


' In contradi&ion to this reaſonable Service 
1a Spirit and. Truth which only 1s acceptable 


to God, the Church of Rome hath turned 


Prayer into a meer Rote or Charm of unntelligibleWords. No 
wonder then that they have alſo introduced a Ritual of Cere- 


monial Religion 


Religious: Cere- | 


ONES. . 


liſhedonly by th 
ſame word is for Ceremonies, Precepts, Mandates, Statutes , 
Judgments, Ordinances of Worſhip, which appeareth by 


comparing P/al. 19. 9g. 


e-command of God. 


, for the molt part a medley of. Fudairs and 


Hetheani(m. | wv; 
Religious Ceremonies are Afts 'of Divine 
Worfhip', expreſly Inſtituted by God, and 
tobe continued or altered, enforced or abo- 
In Holy Scripture the 


P/al. 119. 15, 16, Numb. g, 3. Heb. g. 


I. 1o. -Luke1. 6. and many other Scriptures. _ | 
The Ceremonial Law began imediately upon the Promiſe of 


Mercy to loſt Man, . by God's Tnftitution of Sacrifice, 'and 
_ other Ceremonial Rites vouchſafed as Subſidiary, Reliefs'and 
Aliſfances to the weakneſs and frailty of Faith in the Pro» 
miſe of a Saviour and Refeemer. The 


(15 ) - *-M 
The: Sacrifice Ofered -by. 44;/ could not have bezn BY  * 
Faith, conſequently yort acceptable;had there oY 
NOt been an expreſ3 word of Command and #b. 11. 4. 
-Promiſe from God to be the Obje& of Faith, 
"The difference of Meats clean and unclean 
'was obſerved before the FlooJ. - Aﬀter the Ger. 7. 2. 
Flooldat ſundry times, and in divers man- | 
ners it pleaſed the Wiſdom of Gold to give to his Church), -Or- 
dinances of Divine Worſhip, which were Types and Figures | 
and ſhaddows of what was Spiritual and Heavenly, reſpeCt. 
1ng Chriſt who was the Subſtance ; being Carnal Ocdinances 
impoſed until the time oGoſpelReforguation, PIG 
as theApoſtle to the Hcfr-ws at large declares. p, % 7 
Abrham received the Sign of Circumclion a hs” wh 
Seal of the Righteouſnels of Faith, through which the Promiſe 
was made, that he ſhould be the Heir of the World. 
Moſes received the Inſtitution of the Paſſeover, and under 
his Miniſtry was compleated the Law of all Ceremonial 
Rites, - $acrifices, Priefthoods, Times, and Places of Wor- 
ſhip; But David and Solomon put the laſt Hand to finiſh and 
fix the Adminiſtration of all Typical Divine Service by ap- 
pointing the Courſes for the Prieſts and Levites, and Building 
the Temple at Jeruſalem, the only fixed and authorized Place 
{ in the World for Sacrifice to be offered) by God. 
In all which there was not any the leaſt particular of H1- 
maneInvention or Inſtitution ; for Moſes who Heb. 3. 2» 
was faithful in all theHouſe, of God, made all Heb. 8. 5. 
things according to thePattern ſhewed to him E+#4. 49., 16. 
in-theMount,and did all-things according to a!l that Gol/jcom- 


manded:him,ſo did he. 


Alſo Davida Man after God's own Heart, and Solone2n the 
wiſeſt of Men did not preſume to appoint any thing conterh- 


ing the Service of God,of their own Device. The' Place -for the 
Temple was deſigned by God, and Conſecrated by Fire from 


| ny (* »6: -Y , | 
keaven ; and all the Buildings and Apartments of the Temple; 
m_ all the Combos of, 7% Prieſts and Levis 
x Crox.28. 11,, withall the Vellels of Service in the Houſe of 
"of  u the Lord, were according to the Pattern Da- 
vid had by the Spirit ; all which faid David, 
the Lord made him to.underitand in Writing by his Hand up- 
on him, even all the Works of that Pattern. But all theſe 
though of unparralel'd Magnificence and Beauty in their Com- 
poſure; full of ſublime Wiſdom in their defign, and of ſigni- 
i; wn ficant Inſtruction in their uſe, were.yet, as. 
Heb. 7..18. 19. the Sripture faith, Weak and unprofitable 
As 15.10. could make nothing perfeft, A yoke not- 
Heb. 8.7. able to be borne. A Law faulty and decaying, un- . 
Heb. 9. 9. able to make him perfett, that did the Service as 
| Hd "_ 7-2. pertaining to the. Conſcience, For .it was not 
194.80 Poſſible thereby to take away ſins. 
Therefore the vr yore of _ to. an. gre _ 
Xrempnial Ritual Service, . and to prepare for. the Simplicit 
1 4 nova and Liberty of the Goſ | Worſhip ; aſe 
the Glory and Excellence of. the  Moſaical 
Law to decay and wax old, and at laſt to ya- 
| niſhaway. This was the reaſon.the Strufture 
| *Hag. 2. 8. of Zyrobabels Temple was fo fadly unlike the 
Magnificence of S$92/omons ; for Silver. and 
Gold werethen as before at God's diſpoſe. - 
he ſecond Temple had: no Ark, nor Mercy Seat.,, nor 
; Urim and Thummin, All this ſignifying that 
_ Heb. 9. $8: Light and PerfeAtion, Peace and Blefſedneſs 
could not be manifeſt;, while :the firſt Taber- 
macle was yet ſtanding. Therefore at laſt-the Temple was ut- 
tey. deſtroyed not in. Judgment for rejeftion of the unbe-. 
| beving Jews, but in Mercy to the believing Jews and Gentites , 
in. remedy: for ever againit Ritual and Ceremonial Worſhip. 
\ Ferifthe Law of Ceremonies when commanded and bleed by 
TE =.4 


i Heb. 8.. ur. . 


: God were, a Yoke too heavy for any Neck to bear ; hoW 
dangerous then.js it for any Humane Autho- | | 
rity to tempt God, by commanding what 1s As 15. 10. 


by God with no leſs Solemnity aboliſhed then 
it was before Inſticuted ? 
Concerning whicl; St. Chriſ)ſi mr eligant= Ciriſoft. Orat- 


1y Diſcourſesro the Judailing Chriſtians bf prims Contra. Full. 


his time ; that as a Phyſitian who to prevent 

his Patients miſchief by unſeafonable drinking cold water , 
breaks theCup in which he would drink;ſo the moitwileGod to 
cure the zeal and dotage atter antiquatedRites andCeremonutes, 
all fulfilled in Chrif utterly overthrew and deſtroyed Jernſa- 
lem, which was the only place lawful by God's ſpecial appoint- 
ment to ofer Sacrifices, and periorm other Rites according to 
the manner and time preſcribed by God. 

Itis alſo of ſpecial remark thatJu/ian the Apoſtate c—_ 
thereby to ruine Chriſtianity , commanded the Jews to offe 
Sacrifices, and ſet up the Few:ſh Religion ; they replied-it was 
not lawſul in any other Place then Ya mk Julian thereup- 
on not only Authorized, but furniſhed Money to reedifie the 
Temple at Jeruſalem. Accordingly the Jews attempted, pulled 
up all the Foundations of the very ruines left by Titzs, over- 


threw, and prepared materials for a new 


Temple. But dreadful Fire and Tempeſt Tripart. Hiſt. 
from Heaven deſtroyed thoſe preparations Socra. Scholaft. 
and diſſipated the Enterprizers of that new Lib 3.6. 17. 
Babel with ſo much terror , that 'never ſince 
was made the like attempt. Upon which eveht C:vz/ then 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem, pronounced the fulfilling of our Lords 
Prediction, that of all the goodly Buildings of the Temple there 
ſhould not be left oneStone upon another. Moſes as aServant was 
faithful in theHouſe of God;he did not detraQt from,nor add un- 
toany ofGods commands ; and whoever preſumed, ,,,  _ 
to doeitherreceived a juſt Recompence of Reward,how TOO 
Cu | 'much 


| 


: 
: 
. 
: 
: 
: 
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auch ſorer is the guilt to Uſurp and Invade the Authority 


of our Lord Chrift who was faithful in his . 
own Houſe the Church of the Living God, 
over which He is the only Lord and-Lawgiver,. © 
who having accompliſhed all things prefigured..by 
* tie the Ceremonial Law. He took it- out of” the - 
Dar. 9 2.4. way, nailing it to his Crofs.. Having brought 

Fohn 4. 29. 24. #1 Everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; He eſtabliſhed 

a Spiritual Worſhip ſuch” as Man performed. - 
in Paradiſe ; and ſuitable to what is done in Heaven, ſo neer- 
as Humane Frailty. Such only is the true Worſhip God ſeeks. 
and accepts. . | : | 

Two-Sacraments, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, and no- 
more our Lord Inſtituted in his Church, to be Aiminiftred to 
all Nations, and to remain until he come to Judge all ſuch as 
preſume to withhold from or-impoſe upon-his Church pur- 
chaſed by his Blood, any thing lefs or more then his word of. 
command and promile hath ordained. Theſe are.not empty. 
ſigns, but through the Spirit, real effeftual Exhibitions and 
Seals to Communicate Divine Grace. But -what diſmal ha. 
vock in the Church hath: Satan made by the. abuſe of theſe 
Holy Myſteries! ?Tis the inevitable conſe- 
quence when once Minds are corrupted. from 
the Simplicity that: is in Chriſt, to be  miſce- 
rably deceived and diſturbed. 

Innumerable have been the Schiſms, Perſecurions;and Deſo- 
lations of Chriſtian Churches: upon this account : -St. Paul 
who had the Spirit of God reformed the abuſes among the 

Corinthians concerning the Eords Supper b 
reducing them to-the Inſtitution of. briſk, 
But proyd and haughty. Prelates (full of that 
Typhus Secularis------The old bane _of the 
Church) cave Conſecrated their own will 
and pleaſure to be the-Standard-of Divine 

; Service. 


Tjz. 33. 22+ 
Tames 4. 12, 
Fohn 19. 28. 30. 


2 Cor. 11. 3. 


2 Cor. 11.23. 


Quod wvelumys 
Sauftitm efe. 
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$&ryice. Thence came the preſuinprion to deny the Cup to the- 
Laiety,becauſe not Prieſts in theirStile; though inGods account 
Every true Chriſtian is both King and Prieſt; 
and by the greateſt abſurdity to Metamor- _ Kev. 1. 6. 

hoſe the Bread into a moſt abominable Idol; 
An Idol of -24oloch to which ſo many Thouſand Children of 
God have been- Victimes, Thus-ſtill where the Hour and 
Power of Darkneſs prevails, the-Body of Chriſt is not Com- + 
municated but Crucifiedafreſh, and his Members torn aſun- * 
der and tormented. 

As the Sacrament of Love, ſo that of Faith .and initial Life; 
Baptiſm hath been wretchedly abuſed by the additions of vile 
and nauſeous or vain and inſignificant figns. ?Tis ſadly a La- 
mentation, and God in mercy grant it may not be ſo any more, 
that the ſame ſigns are commanded by one Church as Symbo- 
lically figntficant, - and 1n. teſtimony of Odoration ; and by 
another Church declared to be inſignificant, and without any 
adorable reſpet&t; yet in both Churches thoſe Rites are Con- 
ſtituted Conditions of Communion though neyer made ſo by 
Chriff, But Servants that dare to tirn their | 
Miniſtry into Dominion, and beat: and -kill © Mat. 2.24, 
their fellow ſervants, muſt expett their doom de- 
ſigned them by the Lord when he comes to: Judge Ads 17. 31. 
the World in Righteouſneſs. 

The Authority of the Church is pretended for this, That 
Name is highly.venerablc therefore to abuſe it is the greater 
crime. ?T1s an Article of Faith to believe a Holy Catholick 
Church, but heinous is the oFence totubborn the Name of the 
Church to deſtroy the next Article---T he Communion of Saints, 
_— which the Notion-of a Church is empty and unpro- 
fitable. 

_ , The Holy Catholick Churchis the Body _— ” = | 
of Chrif, the Spouſe of Chriſt; "tis the G4 4 26. 
Heavenly Jernſalem which is free, which is eb. 12, 22, 


the 


_ 


ern eee re eee mm CCC 
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"the on'y Mother of us all, Our of this Church there is:n6 


Silvation,for whoever is a Member of Chri 
Eph, 5. 23: Body, to ſuch and only to ſuch Chriſt is a 
| Saviour, Of this Boy every viſible Chri- 
' {tian Church is an integral Part. or Member. 
The Articles of Rel:gion deſcribe a - viſible 
Church to be a Congregation: of faithful 
Men in which the pure Word of: God . is 


V.frole Church 
A-rt. 19. 


*Preached and the Sacraments duely Miniſtred according to 


Chriſts O-:dinance in all thoſc things that of neceſſity are re- 


quifit to the ſame, | 
Wich ſuch a: Charch. C57: hath promiſed to. be alway 


even to the end of the World ; rhe Authority with which our 


Lord inveſted the Chriftian Church being 
Rom. 3. 2. the ſame as before to the Jewiſh ; that unty 
AMat, 28. 20. them are committed the Oracles of God, that 

is according to his expreſs Commiſſion,, : the 
teaching to obſerve all things whatſoever .our .Lord com- 
manded. 

This is the great Charter of the Churches Liberties and 
Power. Here 1s no Ppretence for any Juriſdiftion to make 

ther conditions of Communion then of conſtitutian. 

The conditions conſtitutive of a Church are ſufficient for 
Salvation, the End and Perfection of every true Church ; 
therefore they are ſufficient for the Title of.every Member to 

admiſſion and continuance in the Church. 

Afts.19. 31. This was all was required by Chriſ# and 

his Apoſtles, whereby the Churches were ed fi:d 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the Fly Ghoſt, 
were multiplied. T he firſt trouble to the Church within it ſelf, 


was from the atempt 'to ſubvert the Foundation of Chri- 


ſtianity by introducing other conditions of 
AFs 15. 24, Church Commumion then Chriſt appointed , 
but that was remedied by the direCtion of the 


Holy Ghoſt in the firſt Council at Jerſalem. | The 
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great occaſion of the confuſion and ruine ofmolt of theChriſtt- 
an Churches,. and ſtill remains (like the Womans bloody 
Iffue that wafted all her ſubſtancagſan incurable diſeaſe. So 
that it may be truely affirmed, the1mpiety of the Nicolaitans 
and Gnofticks who reckoned and practiſed the groſſeſt Immora- 
bties- as things indifferent, proved leſs miicheivous to the 
Chriſtian World, then the rigorous exacting and impoſing in 
different things as neceſſary. Upon which account on one fide 


ſprangSeparationsandSchiſms,and on.the other moſt bloodyand. 
inhumane Perfecutions ; for it is convenient that commangy - 
not Authoriſed by right Reaſon ſhould be:enforced- with rage : 


and cruelty. 

T he conditions: therefore and Articles of Peace / as they are 
called) in the Church ought not to be any other then ſuch as 
as are neceſſary to Salvation. Becauſe the Belief and Prattics 
of every Church muſt be as Homogeneal, as are in all Beings, 
Life and Operation. . According to this rule of Divine Truth, 
the Church of Zng/and reformed ic ſelf from dr a4 and upon 


all occaſions juſtifies the Reformation : Becauſe the Union of 
the Catholick Church depends upon the making the Founda-- 


ations of its Being and the grounds of its Communion adx- 
quate* &© that only theſe things which ought to be owne by 
all Chriſtian Societies 2s neceſſary to-Salyation, on which the 
Being of the-Catholick Church depends, ought to be the ne- 
cellary .conditions of Church Communion. - Conſequently 
the proper cauſe of Schiſm, lies in tranſgreſfing thoſe Ponnds , 


which obſerved mig ht through Divine goodneſs conciliat the - 


univerſal Peace of  Chriſtendome... That aceording to the 
ſame Evidence by which the Reformed Churches condemn the 
Romeniſts for impoſing the Belief of things as neceiſary to Sal- 
vation, which are not neceſſary to the Being of the Catholick 
Church.-. There ought not be impoſed conditions of Unifor- 


mity upon any Member of the.Church, which were not ante- 
PIE. | cedently 


. 
pe 


Fhe contrary Pra&tice to which in after Ages hath been the 


= 
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cedently neceſſary for the Being and Uvity of the Church, the 
later Impoſition being eventually: Equivalent with'the former, 
becaulc they exolude troin themeans of Salvation. *[is Mur- 
ther to mix Poyſon with thDiet of the Family, .and almoſt as 
cruel to conftrain the 7ableT any Meat or Sauce againſt which 
rhere 15 Antipathy.Mulſt he ſtarve that cannotEatChampignons 
with his Caron! | Ve - 

Poylon and Famine determine alike. How nncharitable then 
are they who ebhor the Rowan Poylon, yet debar thoſe of the 
lame Houſhold of Faith from the Bread of Life, by the mix- 
ture of ſome unneceſſary Rites, their weakneſs ( ſuppoſe) can- 
not digelt, They that hike Champignons may Eat as they 
pleaſe, bur *ris inhoſpitable and barbarous to force them upon 
thoſe that conceit them 7 oad-ſtools. It 1s the Peace and En- 
tertainment of every- Civil Table , toallow the:indiſputable 
Liberty of Taſts and Appetites ; and torequire Unitormity in 
Eating and Drinking, would be molt flaviſh Impoſitjon to diſ- 
order and confound. Mankind. - How much worſe may an 
preſume to diſturb the Table ofthe Lord,the Freedom of Which 
as well-as the bounty- is the. Purchaſe of his own Blood. 

Nor was there any ſuch ccuſtqne in the 

i Cor. 11. 16, Church of God. The Primitive Church con- 

q *'tinued Redfaſt- in the Apoſtolical DoQtrine 
and PraQtice according to which ſtanding taſt in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt 'hath made us free; only neceſfary things 
werecommanded, things indifferent in their Nature , bsing 
as theywught, left indifferent in-uſe and Practice. . * . . ._ 

For it is only the Divine Prerogative ; and not in the power 
of any Creature to change the Nature of things to be;practiſed 
in the Worſhip of God, .1o as to require what 1s in 1t. ſelf 1ndit- 
ferent to be uſed neceſſarily as condition of Church Communi- 
on. The Divine Method to reftoreand preſerve the,Churches 
Peace is to command things neceſſary,and to leave:things indit- 
.ferent to_the; Arbitrary deſcription of every Chriltzan to, per- 
; _ Torm 
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form or not perform as ſhall ſeem conducible to preſent edifr- 


cation. 


Thus Timothy was voluntarily Circum- 
ciſed by St. Parl,in order to a preſentService ; 


AdMts 16. 3. 


but the ſame Apoſtle would not permitT zz to be compelled ts 


be circumciſed, becauſe it would have brought 


theLiberty of the Church into Bondage. 


Gal.-2. 3. 4. 


After the Deceaſe of the Apoſtles , many Rites and Cere- 
monies, not commanded by God, crept into the Church ; bur 


they were Arbitrarily prattiſed , not at all 
-enjoyned, as Tert#{lian manifeſts and partt- 
cularly inſtances among many others; the 
ſigning the Forehead with a Croſs upon 1e- 
veral occaſions of Civil Converſation. Theſe 
and others by him mentioned, faith, That 
LearnedFather,were onlyCuſtomaryPraQiles 
not warranted byScripture.But for things 1m- 
poſed theRule,ſaith he,is before; I believe (for 
whatſoever is not of faith is ſin)T muſt know 
- what Scripture it is that commands me to 
obey.For,ſfaith he,this or that is not Lawfull be- 
cauſe theScripture doeth not forbid it; but that 
is unlawful which the Scripture doth no: com- 
mand. The Ditcourſeis directed againſt the 
Impolition of any humane Rite upon theCon- 
{cienceofanyChriſtian. And the reaſon isenfor- 
ced by him,be-auſle it is notLawful to ſuperin- 
duce any Humane Sacrament or Ordinance 
upon-a Divine. Whar havock in the Church 
did the breach of this Rule make? One in- 
ſtance concerning E:/.z may ſerve for all. 
-The Chriſtian Churches {/ all under the 

Domimnon-of one Imperial Crown } variel 
among themſelves concerning the Obſervati- 


Tertul. Lib. de 
Cor. AMilitts, C. 2. 
Iam ft ideo dice 
tar Coronars Lice- 
re qita non prohi- 
beatScriptura «que 
retorquebitur idea 
Coronarse non Li 
Cere, quia SCTHPtHe 
ra non jubeat, 
<===-Sed quod no 


prohibctur uttra 
eft permiſſum. Ims 
prohibetur quod 


202 ultro eff per- 

C. 11. Tcr. de 
Cor. mil, Creas.. 
#145 ne human 
fſecramentum Dis 
Vino ſuper duct Li 
cere, CF 1 alinm 
Domini t#cſpon- 
aere poſtCrriftum? 

Socra.. Ecclc/. 
Hi, Liv.g.C.21. 
Eu{cd. L:9.5.C. 3. 
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variety as ſaith Irenes,commending the Unity of Faith. Every 
Sect hadſundry and divers Rites and Ceremonies ; yet 
therefore conceived they no worſe Opinion of others then 
of themſelves. To be ſhort, ſaith the Hiſtory, among 
the Cuſtoms and Obſervations of all Seats, we ſhall not 
find two which follow and retain one and the ſame order ofScr- 
vice : Notwithſtanding the Cuſtomary and Arbitrary pra- 
ctice of ſo many various and different Rites ; the Peace of the 
Church remained intire untill the Arrogance of YVidor Biſhop 
of Rome Tmpoſed upon the Churches concerning Eaſter, and 
broke the Unity of Communion. Then as the ſame Hiſtory 
Notes, the Commandments of God were deſpiſed, and Men 
eſtabliſhed Canons of their own. They made no :ccount of 
the Law determined by the Apoſtles, which only preſcribed 
the Obſervation of things neceſſary, and raſhly urged the 
Practice of Decrees contrary to the Will of God, contending 
about Feſtivals as it were for Life and Death. Tr is too well 
known what blood and ruine this Uſurpation in the Church 
occaſioned in Brittain and other parts of Chriſtendom. 
In ſucceeding Ages the Lat/ze Churches differed much in the 
praCtice'ot ſeveral Rites and Ceremonies, yet 
Comicil Lat. without breach of Communion. So that 
when the Fourth Lateraz Council made a 
New Cannon of Catholick Faith, viz. The Dotftrine of Tran- 
tubitantiation , another Cannon immediately Decreed, That 
provided their Unity of Faith were profetled , It in the ſame 
Dioceſs or City , ſeveral Perſons Obſerved divers Rit<s ; The 
Biihop was enjoyned that theOffices of DivineService ſhould be 
Adminiſtred to every one according to their own variousRites. 
In the £zglifþb Church before the Reformation the Rites 
and Uſzges were various : ſince the Reformation ( until the 
late AQt of Uniformity ) the only condition 
13 Eli:z.R.c.12. of Communion enjoyned by Law was Sub- 
{cription and Aﬀent, not to a Uniformity in 
Rites and Ceremomies , bur to all the Articles of —_— 
| whic 
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which only concern the Confeſſion of theTrue Chriſtian Faith, 


and the Doctrine of the Sacraments. 


This was ſufficient for 


any Minifter though ordained in other Form then preſcribed 


by the Rubrick. 

The Ceremonies alſo retained in the Ru- 
brick, ſeem not to be neceſſarily Command- 
ed, but rather Temporarily reſerved and 
recommended : for the Crofs is not enjoyred 
in private Baptiſm ; the Reverence at the 
Name of Jeſus is not determined how or 
when to be performed. Theſe and the like 
are declared in the Rubrick to be indifferent 


in their Nature, and were ſo accounted in 


the firſt Practice after the Reformation , du- 
ring which time the Church of £»g/and flou- 
riſhed in great Peace. The diſturbance and 
breach of which being occaſioned by the ſtrict 
Impoſirion of Rites and Ceremonies in them- 


{elves indifferent ; the encreaſe of thole ſeve- 


Dr. .Stillingfl. 
Tremc. P.122. 
Ta compoſing our 
Liturgie thoſe Ho- 
ly Men who did 
ſeck by any means 
ts draw in others 
at ſuch a diſtance 
from their Princi- 


ples as the Pa- 


piſts, did never 
tend by what they 
aid for that End 
to exclude any tru- 
ly tender Conſcicn- 
ces from their Com- 
muon, 


rities ſtill widening the breaches and heightning the diſturban- 


CES, 


How eaſie might the cure be accompliſhed, it the Pra- 


ctice or Omiſſion of all the Rites and Ceremonies in the Ru- 
brick, not commanded by the Word of God, were lett to that 


indifterent Freedom preſcribed in the Seventh 
' Cannon made 1640. concerning the Situati- 
on of the Communion Table; and the ap- 


Can. 7. 1640, 


proaches there unto ,and the doing Reverence and Oveyſance 

coming in and going out of Churches, cc. viz. That the 

Rule of Charity preſcribed by the Apoſtle be Obſerved, which 

is, that they which uſe this Rite deſpiſe not them who ule it 

not,and that they who uſe it not, condemn not thoſe that uſe :t. 
The Doctrine of the Church is owned and 


believed, becauſe it is taken out of Holy 
Scriptures for what 15 not fo, hath neither 


ſtrength nor Authority though Conftituted by 
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Art. of Relir, 
BY 'Þ | 


any Gene- 
ral 


i. 20 

ral Councit whatſoever. Accordingly in Divine Worſhip 

Human underſtanding ought not to Contrive or Impoſe , but 

intirely Obſerve . -- and {imple perfeCtion of the Co- 
ſpel. 

Religionem The departure from which, as was long 
Chriſtianam abſo fince Obſerved, even by Amianus Marcellinus , 
= & ſmplice proved the Confuſion of Chriſtian Religion 
ap al wg © by vain Superſtition, | 
Am. Mar. Its 1S the Command of C briſt, therefore no 
Joh, 10. 4.5.8, Crimein Chriſtians, nat to obey nor know 

the voice of any but Chriſt in matters of Reli- 

Ef in Univer- gion, to whole Scepter only it belongs. For 
ffs ſerviemibus non all inthe Church by. what Names or Titles 


Domitum ſeaM.- (oever dignified,are yet but Servants,now the 
nifteritum Optat. 7 
Milevi. Lb. 5.. SY | | 
; , not Dominion. They cannot make. Laws , 


they can only obey and require. Obedience. to 


If. 2 . 9. the Laws of Chriit our King and Lord , for 
Y whoſe Salvation the Church waits. 
Crifoſt, Ora.. The Divine Will is the-only Rule and 


prima adv.Fuaeos, Meaſure of things ; Therefore Chriſo/tom de- 
clares to. the Judaiſing Chriſtians, that the 
moſt devout Severities if not commanded by God are no better 


then Debaucheries. That only being pleaſing and acceptable 


ro God which is commanded by God : And that which is moſt 
plauſible and venerable according to Humane Opinion , it not 
commanded byGod, is moſt vile and impious, 

Lord Biſhop off Accordingly a Reverend Prelat Sums.up all 
Heretord's Epyt. jn this Concluſion, I will in the worſhip of 
2h 1 F _ *02-- God do.only that which his Will tells. me 1s 
FIPS 29PJ*-o ncceptable to his Divine goodneſs. 

Therefore to ſay, Though theRites andCeremonies be indiffe. 
zgnt and in{ignificant, yet when once commanded by Anthori. 
ty,'tis hainoas.to difobey; it is a rea!Conviction of La I 
apue 


Univerſal Property of Servants is Minittry. 


"27 
abuſe of Authority to. enforce Humane Conſtitntions Ri- 
val with the Divine Law. in Matters of Reli- 


gion ; which is to ſet Man's Poſt., by God's Exc 43.8. 


Poſt,againſt which Crime God denounces ſe- 


vere Judgment. 

But from what Authority doth the Command 'proceed ? It 
from the the Church, the Articles of our Re- 
ligion teach that things ordained even by Ge- 
neral Councels as neceſſary to Salvation,have 
neither ſtrength nor Authority, unleſs it may 
be declared that they be taken out of Holy Scripture, 
be replied theſe are not ordained as necellary to Salyation, bur 
to Unitformity, | 

The Anſwer is clear and certain, becauſe the Connexion 


Art, 20. ky 
1572. 


between the.means and the end 1s indiſfoluble, therefore whas- 
{oever is Ordained as neceſſary to Church-Communion , the. 


means of Salvation { unleſs Salvation may he had out of the 
Church) is Ordained as neceſſary to the End it {elf ; Salvation 
and the Command being not taken out oi the Holy Scripture, 
1s no Law, therefore there cannot be any Tranſgrefſion. 


But if urged as a Law Civil or Municipal , it hath no more 


Obligation upon Conſcience., rhen the Sta- 
tute fo.biding to eat Fleth in Lext ; which. 


5 EL:Q.R.C. 5. 
exprelly provides whoever ſhall! declare it to 


be the Service of God ſhall be 1unijhed as a ſpreader of Falſe 


News, that is as Guilty agazaſt the Law of Premnize. 


= 


The Civil Magirate 15 Ordained of God, and Inveſted with 


the high Prerogative to be Cz/fos and vindex niriaf;; 'Fabile ; 
but not with any power to alter or abrogate any Command :of 


God, or any Ordinance of Dryine Worihip, or to enjoy, any 


other Condition of Church Communion then is exprefied in 
the Goſpel. | 


It 15 not 1n the powerorany,no not byth2Ularyerſal conſentof 


Mankind,ſo to change theNature and $1gnification ofany As, 
»6 
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of Worſhip as either by applying to aCreature what 1s peculiar 
to God, or by Inſtituting any Devotion to 
Dr. Stilling- God, not by him required. It being ( as 
Beets def. of d1/- was before Obſerved ) a Principle of Natu- 
=” = ops + ral Religion to Worſhip God only accord- 
oy "45 - P3S* ing to his own appointment, for Worſhip 
| notat all Commanded by God 1s not Wor- 
Aug. De C- ſhip but Fancy, and can have no Obligation 
ow. 4 as - £1. upon Conſcience ; which in performances of 
wh Religion is the groſleſt Contradiction. We 
Hibar. De T-j- muſt be taught by God what 1s due Honour 
m. Lib.5.P.54% to God : For as 1t is Crimen leſs Majeſtates , 
not only to perform Allegiance to another 
Perſon then the King ; but to Make or Conſtitute ex proprio 
Pt, a Law for the Acts or Circumſtances of Allegiance 
to be tendred to the King, becauſe thereby is directly Invaded 
tie Supreme Athority : So to apply Acts of Divine Worſhip 
to a Creature, and to addreſs to God in Worſhip by any Rite 
or Ceremony of Humane Invention, both include Blaſphemy, 
becauſe thereby is taken away trom Go the Peculiari: y of his 
Dominion and Excellence whereby he is God alone. For as the 
Sovereign Prerogative of making Laws of Civil Government 
15 not Transferable to any Subject, much lels may any Crea- 
ture uſurp the incomunicable Attribute of Divine Auchority , 
to make Laws of Religious Worſhip. This happy Priviledge 
| belongs to the Magiſtrate , that what 1s al- 
Dr, Stilling- ready a Divine Law, he may Enact to be a 


fieet”s [reric. Law of the Land, and require the Obſer- 
Page 44- vance of what was before in Conſcience Obl1- 


gatory, and Animadvert upon the Otenders. 
The Princes of the Hethen World might well be allowed to 
make and unmake their Religious Rites, becauſe Invented and 
Authoriſed only by themielves, and thence many of them pro- 
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ceded to receive even the Flattery of their own Apoth: 
| But 
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But every ſober Mind judges all {uch Afentation to be as a 
great Otence to the Divine Majeſty, who will not allow the 
giving his Honour to another ; ſoa real Contumely and mocic 
Honour to any Prince, to Inveſt him with Divine Authority. 
*Tis no lefs ſinful now by a new Mode of Deitication to plice 
the Magiſtrate in the Throne of Chriit , who only hath Su- 
preme Right to make the Laws by which Kings Reign. It 15 
therefore worthy the Conſideration of all Chriſtian Princes , 
that the very making Laws for Religious matters not com- 
manded by God {ſhakes the greateit Prop of Thrones, Con- 
ſcience of Duty which in ſuch a Caſe hath no 
Obligation. Therefore Daniel when caſt in- Daz. 6. 22. 
ro the Lyons Den for breaking the irreverſi. 
fible Law of Darirs; tells the King that God had- delivered 
him from the Lyons, foralmuch as he was Innocent betore 
God, and had committed no offence againſt the King , which 
could not be true if the Decree of the King 
had been Lawful. God gave to Neb»chad- Ter. 27.6.7. 8. 
aezzar abſolute Dominion over all the 
World, threatning DeſtruCtion to whatſoever Nation, would 
not Obey him. Notwithſtanding it was Holy and Pious not 
ro Obey him, when his Command was otherwiſe then the 
Command of God. For pure and undefiled Religion , which 
Obliges ro Obey the Magiſtrate 1n all matters of Civil Policy 
forbids Otelience in Matters of Pelizionnot warranted by 
God's Word, and Commands to ſuffer rather then ſin. This, 
from the Apoſtles days until now, hath been 
the Epidemical Motive to perſecute the Diſ= _13, ;- - 
Ciples of Chriſt,becaule they do contrary to the. Grevi Nazj. 0- 
Decrees of Ce/ar. Upon which account Na- 7a. Prima con. Ju- 

ſianſen objes againſt Julian the Apoſtate,the lian. 

Contrivance of this Peſtilent Miſchief againſt 
the Chriſtians ; that whereas it was the general Cuſtom ( and 
not refuſed by Chriſtians) to perform a Civil Reverence to the 

otatutes 
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'Szatues and Images of the Emperors, upen which alſo were 
uſually Engraven Repreſentations of fome Triumph or Mag- 
nificence of the Emperor. -Jul:izz inſtead thereof, with his 
own Image cauied-to be Engraven the -Idolshe worſhiped, 
Thereby-either to en{nare the Chriſtians into Tdolatry, if they 
Rererenced his Image, -or if they refuſed ; to expoſe them for 
doing contrary to the Imperial Decrees generally obſerved by 
Chriitians. The like-Device hath been long Prattiſed to en- 
torce Humane Rites and Ceremonies, and ſtabliſh Hierarchich 
Policy in the Church, by procuring from Princes, Laws under 
the Specious pretence of Uniformity to enforce their Religious 
Ggments. By which Julian ſubtilty, the Chriſtian Churches 
muſt te either entangled in the Yoke of Bondage to Humane 
Rites and Ceremonies from which Chriſt 

tl. 4.2, hath made them free ; or if they refuſe the 
| Snare mult be _— to ſeverities, as 'if the 


moſt heinous MalefaCtors. 
Traitte de 1s This 15 one of theImpious Policies propoſed 
Politique de tothe Tech King to extirpate the Retorm- 
"2008 0 Q +0, . > ; , » . 
F-27.CE, P. O44 ed Religionin France. 'Such crafty Policy 
Ban. $. 25. the Prophet Pazze! foretold would be uſed to 


deltroy the Holy People, that is the Church 

ol God. And whether managed by an Eccleſiaſtical or Lay 
Paprry the diercnce is little, How fad a Profſpe&t do's 
Ciritendom preiznt when moſt of the Princes and Ma- 
wiitrates mult either execute or be expoſed unto the rage and 
cruelty of Prieſts, who have indeed that Title 

GCiz. 49. 5. to the Tribe -of Lev/, for Inſtruments of 
Cruelty are in theirHabitations.” Tis a ditimal 

trath that all the Per{ecutions of theHeathenEmperors cannot 
equal the InhumaneBarbarities & :nnumerable Slaughters com- 
mited,by tho:e that call them/elvesChriſttans,upon Chriſtians, 
ecauile they dare not perform any Act of Worſhip to Gold, not 
Commanced by God. For upon this Pornt depends the Teal 
dierezce between Reiigion and Superſtition, There rags 
the 


'TR-/ 
the Corruption; what ever followes 1s but the inlarging 
and deepming the ſtream-of end'2:s Error. 

So that as it w1s jultly charged upon Epic:= Cicero de O- 
ras, that while lus profefſion owned a Deity, 74. Þ. 212. 

his P:a&ice and Ditcourſe, eectually over- 
threw Religion ; becaufe he denied the rewarding and judg- 
ing power of God. It may be as juſtly charged upon thote 
that enjoyn Humane *Rites and Ceremonies, that they open 
the Flood-gate of all Schiſm , and expoſe to contempt Divine 
Worſhip, while they ralk Zealouſly tor Religious Order and 
Unitormity. For whatloever obtains Authority in the -Con- 
{cience miilt be received tryoar God before it be delivered to 


.the Church, as the Apoſtle Paz/proteſſeth, 


diſclaming on his own behalf, and all the « Cor..11. -23, 


Apoſtles all that Spiritual Dominion , and 
Authority over the Church which belongs only to God. 


There 15 not therefore any thing to be done in the Worſhip 
of God, which God hath not Commanded. Becauſe to every 
thing inevery part of God's Worſhip, a Word of Command 
is neceſſary to be a warrant of Prattice ; and aWord of Pcomile 
for hope of acceptance, without which nothing can be expett- 
ed, but rejeRion as of vain Odlations, 1/a. x, 12, 13. For 
whatſoever #5 not of Faith is Fin, Rom. -14. 8 3. 

Every part of Worſhipis an A of Q»edience to the Sove- 
reign Lord of all Beings ; but if not Commanded is preſumptt- 
on, according to the warning, Prov. 30.6. 444 thor zot un- 
to his Word, leaſt he reprove thee, and thou be found 'a Lar. 


Such performances have only a ſhew of Wiſdom in Will Wor- 


Thip, Col. 2. 23. but arereal Uſurpations upon the Authority 
of Chriſt, the only Lawgiver in Religion. ?*Tis Sacriledge, 
which in the proper Notion is to RobSod of his Hanqur in mat- 
ters of WorThip, Rom. 2. 22. Thouthat abhorreft Iavls, Doeſ? 
thou commit Sacriledze? Every Att of Un- 1 Cv. 2.6% 
commanded Worſhip derogates from the #4. 3.6. 

E Per- 
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Perfeftion of Chriſtianity , and' the faithfulnefS' of our Lord 


Chriſt, and conſequently preters the Shadows of the Law, 
( which were compleatly Iaſtituted) before rhe Subſtance of 
the Goſpel. Every Rite or Ceremony not Commanded by 
Cad, is contrary to the ſimplicity of the. Goſpel, and the Lt- 
| berty of Chriſtianity, wherein we.are. Com-- 
Gal. 5..-1.  manded to ſtand fait; andas Minucizzs Felix 
Aline. Felix. expreſſes to.erett ita Trophy to. God, above. 
uT the Commands of all Wordly Dominion: For 
not only what is forbiden expreſly in the Goſpel, but what. is. 
beſide the Goſpel is unlawful. Gal. 1. 8,9, It prefers Hamane: 
Qpinion before the Wiſdom of God, itis called, 4x Tempting 
of God, Acts 15. 10. And conſequently is a fin of preſumption... 
e A.breach of the Erſt and great Command- 
Afar. 4.10. ment. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God , 
and Him only ſhalt thou oo which 1s not 

performed by. any. uncommanded Worſhip, for the Precept 
| | is plain and Peremptory, Te ſhail not add unto 
Dent. & 2; the Word, which .] command you, neither: ſhall 
you diminiſh ought froneit , that ye may keep;the 

Commandments of the Lora your God, . ; 

In the Will of God / to which nothing can be antecedently 


good ) is the only Eternal Reaſon of Good and Evil ; and the 


Declanation thereof his Words the onlyRule to direQ the R#- 


tional mind, how to ſerve and worſhip God,and how to perform. 


the Duties of Righteouſneſs and Charity to all other Beings.. 


The Obligation and Rule of Diſtributive and Commutative. 


Fuſtice, is plainly expreſſed in the Word of God, ſo that every 
Common underſtanding knows the meaning of-------7 hou ſh alt 
zot kill----T hon ſhalt #9! ſteal ; no leſs plainly and fully doth the. 


Scripture teach all Religion, which' is. Ju- 


Pietas eſt Fuſti> Tice toward God, whole ſole Prggogative -it 
#4 adverts D-m. 1s, to teach how he will be Worſhiped, ?Tis 
E2LeTQ.. Sacrilezious .Detraction from. the Infinite 
Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom andGoo8nzsofGod,to infaginethe.Rule of Faithrand' 
Life, needs anyInfallible Interpreter, or Ad- © + * -- 
ditional Legiſlation, Therefore David faith, Pſal. 19. 7. 
The Law of the Lord is perfeit, and T have ſeer Pſal. 11g. 96s 
. an end of all Perfeition, but thy Law is exceed- 
ing Broad, It is not ſcanty inany direCtions to bleſſednels, or 
the means thereof; in the Word of God, and only there may 
be found - the ſure Rule to avoid both the confuſion of 
Libertiſm, and the Tyranny of pretended Eccleſiaſtical Infal- 
!libility and Authority. -If the Golden Rule of ., 
our Lord, | hatſdever ye wonld that Men ſhould —MHat. 7. 12. 
ao to you, Doye even the ſame to them, Were . __ 
Written (as the Emperor Severze cauſed it in his Pallace ); in 
the Courts of Princes, it might be a happy Memorial, that as, 
they juſtly vindicate theTnvaſion of their own-Royal Preroga- 
tives and Legiſlature, their duty .15 to preſerve inviolate the 
Majeſty and Authority -of God: Almighty by. whom Kings 
Reign, who isa Jealous God, and will not give his Honour to 
any other. TheLordChanecllor in his Speech to both Houſes-of 
Parliamenty Apr. 13. 1675. Printed by his Majeſties ſpecial 
Command, ſaith, © That Religion as it works upon the Con- 

'© [cience as it isan inward?Principle of Divine Life, by whicl 
* goodMen do govern all thefr aftions,theState hath nothing to 
*do with it; which doubtleſs ought to be underſtood agreeable 
to St. Pax/ſpeaking of the Apoſtolical Power, EN 2 
can do nothing againſt the truth , but for the 2 Cox. 13. 8. 
trath , that 1s, there 1s't1ot any powet utidet | ee 
Heaven Civil -or Ecclefiaſtical can lay. any. Obligation” upon | 
Conſcience in Matters of Religion, and aReligion, withoutCon- 
{cience 1s noReligion, © "1 | On 

The Jeſnites indeed {( and it well becomes Jeſuites.140715 
their Morals,) teach that their Church hath 'P*ge 387. | 
no power over Internal Aﬀtotis, the evident © 

Conlequence of which Poſition overthrows the Foundations of 

Religion, and Chriſtian Piety, but other DoXrine cannot be 

E 2 expeCted 
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peat where Religion is only an Artificial Worſhip,and the - 
w 


rch only a Palitick Guild or Corporation. 
As there 5 but oneGo1 from whom,and to whom is derived 
| | and direCted all true Worſhip (though as St, 
; 1 Cor. 8.5. 6. Paul ſaith, There be many called gods, whether in 
» ab '- Heavenor in Faxth; and there 1s the God of 
, X- » ++ ++ . bu BY : ſ . 
Gal. 4. 26, this World ) fo there.is but on2 Church he 
1 Tin 3. 16, Mother of. us all, the Heavenly Jeruſalem , 


feb. 15. 17. Which is the Piller.and Ground of truth , the - 
Word.of God whychonly Sanctifies Religious: . 
Commands to Oblige Conſcience.. Yet there be many Chur- . 


ches, ſome Heavenly, ſome Earthly : For belide, the Idola- 
trous Polluyons of ſome Churches which render them . Syna- 


90Znes Of Satan; Theres a}{d'in ſome Churches, a mixture . 


ot Civil Policy by which, the Word Church. becomes a Law 
Term, and ſignikes a Body Politick, endowed with certain 
Honours, Priviledges, ,and Revenues by the Munificence- of 
Kings. Suchis the Ga/lican Church, and ſuch is Eccleſia Ang- 
| | Fcaxa,according tothe Purport of ſeyeral Stz- 

26 H. S.c. 1, tutes, in_ which reſpeft it is a part of the 
_ —_— _ 1 Eftates-of the Realm. Burt all the Priviled- 
Cook 5. rep = a and Dignities given by the Crown to the 
236 Church,as it is a Political State in theRealm, 
rs mm order te; and for the {ake-of thoſe Adminiſtrations ne- 
: | bi cefſary to its Being, as a Member of the Ca- 
£rtigie. 3g. tholick Church, that is, a Congregation of 
pf Believers, j1f, which the Word of God is pure- 
ty Preactied , and the Sacramneats 1 things neceſſarily requuy- 


ed according tothe Inſtitution of: Chri/? rightly Adminiſtred. 
cether. Trrational and Unchriſtian to 


It mult he theretore altog 


ſuborn an,Authority ina Political Church to ſubvert theEſſer-.. 


ti Liberty of any Member of the, Cathotick Church. 
It the Reverend Prelates of Chriftendom, would govern their 
power according to this. undeniable Rule of Chriſtianity,-it 


v ” 


would 


w 
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| (35) | 
would notably conduce even” to their own ſecurity. For if | 
the Ceremonial Accidents in- the Church were not neceſſarily 
 Impoſed , the dignified Accidents therein would be rendred . 
more agreeable. to all Chriſtians -and Mankind. Tf Relicion 
were cleared from Additional Superfluities, which can n9 
otherwiſe ſecureand adorn it, then Clouds and Miſts do the 
Sun, the World might enjep the defired felicity of our Lords - 
Kingdom, the Empireof Light and Love. Priſons, Fagots, . 
Gibbets, would be no-longer the miſerablePropagators of Faith, , 
the Benign Influence of Princes , wonld not- be Intercepted 
from their Subjects, the Okedtence ot Subje&ts would be Con- - 
ſcientious, Religion ( no longer ſuppoſed an Awful trick ) 
would be embraced and obeyed in the ablolute perfeion and * 
ſimplicity of Divine truth and Goodnefs. For therein only 
may we find a certain Foundatiorr for Jaſting Union among 
Chriſtians. Force and Violence may under -pretence of extir- 
pating Hereſje ; or exacting Unitorm Decency and Order de-. 
termine 11a Common gn_ and Peſtrufion ; by ſuch - 
Courſe Princes may be deprived of then People ; and People : 
forced from their Dwellings into Graves or Goals or Wilder- - 
nefſes. But that is Deſolation not Peace. *Tis. 
not Union but Depopulation. No, the way = Tacit. v7, A4- - 
ro find and ſtabliſh Peace 1s only in the way £76. Vi ſelitndi- | 
ot Goſpel Truth, which'gives Glory to God 7 Jacmnr., Pr - 
in the Higheſt, Peace on Earth, Good Will ' © oh A 
toward Men andamong Men ; From which - 
_ only can be hoped a certain Foundation of laſting Union a- 
mong our ſelves. For ſuppote a preſentSubaniſſion and Coin- | 
plance unto the. Humane Rites. and Ceremomes -enfoyned as |. 
Conditions of Church Communion ; yet there can-be no Cer. - 
tainty ſuch Union ſhall be laſting, becauie the. :Terms are: Ar- . 
bitrarily alterabfe, and may with one breath vaniſh and dif- 
appear; to make make room poſſible for ſhaddows of another 
Xodce but no leſs troubleſome. Hath not thus been-within frefh + 
| Nite - 
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'Memoric, miſery and almoſt our ruine?. Butif we: conſider 
-- What is our Defence againſt the CommonEnemie,we may find 
what may be our Cement among our ſelves. 
Dr. Stilling, Learned Dr. S://lizz fleet in his Rational Ac- 
ects Ra. Acct. . count of the Grounds of the Proteſtant Religt- 
Page 53- en hath excellently demonſtrated, © That the 
Union of theCatholickChurch depends upon 
© the Agreement of it in making the Foundation of its Being to 
* be the Grounds of its Communion, For the Unity being 
* intended to preſerve the Being, there-can be no reaſon given 
* why the Bonds of Union ſhould extend beyond the Founda- 
* tion of its Being, which is the Owning things neceſſary to 
* the. Salvation ef All. From whence -it neceſſarily follows 
* that whatſoever Church impoſeth the belief of other things 
© asneceſſary to Salvation, which were not ſo Antecedently 
*neceſlary to the Being of the Catholick Church , doth as 
* much as.in it lies break the Unity ofit. And thoſe Chur- 
<.ches who do deſire to preſerve its Unity, are bound there- 
*by not to have Communion with it ſo long as it doth ſo. 
© Thele things premiſed, faith he, we ſhall thereby © find what 
£ the neceſſary Conditions of Eccleſiaſtical Communion are,and 
* conſequently where the proper caule of Schiſm Lies in tran{- 
© greſſing thoſe Bounds, and what Foundations may be laid for 
© the Peace of the Chr iftian World. | 
Upon theſe Grounds was the Church of Ezg/and Reformed 
from theIdolatrous Superſtition of Popery,defends it ſelfagainſt 
thzir aſſaults,and thereby can only be preſerved.For theChurch, 
which is the Hou'e of the LivingGod,can receive noEdification 
Solh>. 20 but what isHomogeneal with.theFoundation ; 
: 5 bg 10.13, the Dottrine of the Apoſtles, 8& Prophets Je- 
+= Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner Stone. 
Mr, George ſucChrift * 49> 1a 
Lawſon's Comegz, © The Sum of all 1s brietly compriſed in the 
upon theHebr.c.g, Words of alate Learned and Pious Divine in 
X.5.Prinmted 1662, the Churchot Erglard, viz. *He that will 
| "not 


| s- $a 
©not ſerve a God, is a profane Atheift, He that ſerves any 
© but the true God is an Idolater ; he that ſerves the true God 
*after his own Fanſies, and the Inventions of Man, is a Su- 
*perſtitious Fool. He that Inventeth Rites and Ceremonies 
© and Modes of ſerving God, and impoſeth them on others . 
*is a preſumptuous Wretch ; for as God alone doth know 
* what kind of Worſhip and Service is fitteſt to be performed . 
*unto Him, ſo He only hath Power to Impoſe it.. 


F Theſe two Beoks are lately Printed: for- b 


 Nevil Simmons..atthe 1 hree Cocks at 

the Weſtend of S. Paul's, aud Thomas 

Simmens at the Prizees-Arms in Lud- 
.Bate- /e7ECt, 16.8 1, 


 Hurch-Hiſtory of thz Government of Biſhops and 
their Councils Abbreviated. Including the chief 
4 Part of the Government of Chriſtian Princes and 
Popes, and4 a true Account of the mo#t troubling 
Controverſies and Hereſies till the Reformation. Written 
for the Uſe eſpecially of them : I. Who are ignorant or miſin- 
formed of the ſtate of the Antient Churches, II. Who can 
not read many and great Volumes. III. Who think that the 
Univerſal Church muſt have one viſible Soveraign, Perſonal 
or Colleftive, Pope or General Councils. IV. Who wenld 
know whether Patriarchs, Dioceſans, and their Cquncils, have 
been, or mult be the cure of Hereſfies and *Schiſms. 'V. Who 
would know the truth about: the great Herelies which have 
divided the Chriſtian World, eſpecially the Dozatifts, Nowa- 
tans, Arrians, Macedonians, Neftorians, Entychians, Monethe- 
lites,&c. By Richard Baxter,a hater of falle Hiſtory. in 4”. 


Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy ; confuting by Scripture, Reaſdn, 
A and the Churches, Teſt:mony, that fort of Dzoceſar 
Charches, Prelacy, and Government, which .cafteth out 
the Primitive Church-Sp:cies , Epiſcopacy, Miniſtry, and Di/- 
ciplin? , and confoundeth the Chriſtian World by Corrupti- 
on, Uſurpation, Schiſm, and Perſecution. Meditated in the 
Year 1640. when the E? cetera Oath was impoſed. Written 
1671. andcaſt by. Publiſhed: 1681, by the importunity of our 
Superiours, who demand the Reaſons of our Nonconformity, 
By Ricoard Baxter. 1n 40. | 
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